
EAST WESTMEETS
HONOLULU, HAWAII  |  APRIL 15 & 16

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

https://ulupono.com/
https://www.htdc.org/
https://tetris.com/


Aloha & Welcome to East Meets West 2025!

We are thrilled to celebrate the 11th year of East Meets West! Since launching in
2014, this event has grown into a vibrant community of returning attendees and
fresh faces alike. It’s always a joy to reconnect, spark new conversations, and
continue building meaningful relationships together.

One of the things we love most about East Meets West is the way it brings the
world to Hawaiʻi. There’s no need to hop on a plane to meet a founder from Hong
Kong, a venture capitalist from New York, or a technologist from California —
they’re all here with us. This is our chance to connect, collaborate, and create new
opportunities that reach far beyond our shores.

Our mission remains the same: to grow a startup ecosystem in Hawaiʻi that is
deeply rooted in local values and global in impact.

Mahalo for being part of this journey and for supporting East Meets West.

LETTER FROM OUR HOSTS

CHENOA FARNSWORTHMAYA ROGERS DAVID HOLT

Managing Partner
Blue Startups

CEO
Tetris Company

Program Manager
Blue Startups
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8:30 – 9:30 AM Transport to Koʻolau Ballrooms

9:30 – 10:00 AM Coffee & Light Breakfast

10:00 – 11:30 AM Choose your Adventure
Yoga, Lei Poʻo Making,

Waterfall Hike, Alchemy of Joy

11:30 – 1:00 PM Break & Buffet Sit Down Lunch

1:00 - 1:30 PM
Merging Digital Collectibles with

Physical Experiences
Jan Roessner

1:30 - 2:15 PM Roundtable Discussions

2:15 - 2:30 PM Break

2:30 - 3:00 PM Revenue Based Financing Jeff Batton

3:00 – 3:45 PM
What Hawai’i’s Limited Partners Are

Looking For

Speakers: Christine Guo, David

Okamoto, Kristin Varela

Moderator: Jim Kim

3:45 – 4:30 PM Transport to Waikiki

6:30 – 9:00 PM Affinity Dinners Honoluluʻs Best Restaurants

9:00 - 11:00 PM After Dinner Hangout Tchin Tchin

SUMMIT AGENDA
April 15 - Koʻolau Ballrooms
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8:00 - 9:00 AM
Women’s Breakfast | Fireside Chat

with Dr. Pamela Ryan
Speaker: Dr. Pamela Ryan

8:30 – 9:30 AM Registration, Coffee, & Pastries

9:30 – 9:45 AM
Welcome & Introductions to Blue

Startups and Sponsors

Chenoa Farnsworth, Maya

Rogers, Dane Wicker, David

Holt

9:45 – 10:15 AM
PANEL: Postcards from Hawaii’s

Future

Speakers: Tiffany Huynh, En

Young, Gabriel Yanagihara

Moderator: Olin Lagon

10:15 – 10:45 AM
KEYNOTE: Attention Economy -

Reaching GenZ in the AI Era
Speaker: Katie Penn

10:45 – 11:15 AM Break

11:15 – 11:45 AM
PANEL: AI, the Good, the Bad, and

the Hype

Speakers: Brian Bell,

Jacqueline Hall, Chris Yeh

Moderator: Chenoa Farnsworth

CONFERENCE AGENDA
April 16 - Prince Waikiki Hotel
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11:45 - 12:15 PM
FIRESIDE CHAT: SHÓGUN - An

East Meets West Story

Speakers: Rachel Kondo, Justin
Marks
Moderator: Maya Rogers

12:15 - 1:30 PM Lunch

1:30– 2:15 PM ROUNDTABLES Pi’inaio Ballroom

1:30 – 2:15 PM VC 1-on-1 Meetings Palolo Room

2:15 – 2:45 PM KEYNOTE: The Perfect Game
Speaker: Henk Rogers

Moderator: Maya Rogers

2:45 - 3:15 PM Break

3:15 –  4:30 PM
Startup World Cup Introduction &

Competition

Speaker: John Kim

Moderator: David Holt

4:30 - 5:00 PM
PANEL: Building for Scale -

Perspectives from East to West

Speakers: Dr. Pamela Ryan,

Zander Brumbaugh, Caroline Tran

Moderator: Mark Munoz

5:00 – 5:15 PM
Wrap-Up and Pitch Winner

Announced

5:15 – 7:30 PM Reception Ala Moana Foyer - main level
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PANEL SESSION
POSTCARDS FROM HAWAI’I’S FUTURE

9:45 - 10:15 AM | APRIL 16 | Piʻinaio Ballroom

OLIN LAGON
Co-Founder and CTO

SHIFTED ENERGY

TIFFANY HUYNH
Sr. Director of External Affairs

ELEMENTAL IMPACT

EN YOUNG
Director, Sustainable

Industry Development
KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS

GABRIEL YANAGIHARA
Emerging Technology Teacher

IOLANI SCHOOLS

Moderator Speaker Speaker Speaker
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/olinlagon/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tiffanyhuynhs/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/itsen/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gabrielyanagihara/


ATTENTION ECONOMY: 
REACHING GEN Z IN THE AI ERA
10:15 AM - 10:45 AM | APRIL 16 | Piʻinaio Ballroom

KATIE PENN
Global Head of Marketing

FORMER TWITTER/X, 
TWITCH, SALESFORCE
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KEYNOTE SESSION

PANEL SESSION

BRIAN BELL
Founder & Managing Partner

TEAM IGNITE VENTURES

CHENOA FARNSWORTH
Managing Partner
BLUE STARTUPS

JACQUELINE HALL
CEO & Founder 

MAIVEN ENERGY

CHRIS YEH
General Partner

BLITZSCALING VENTURES

Moderated by

AI: THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE HYPE
11:15 – 11:45 AM | APRIL 16 | Piʻinaio Ballroom

https://www.linkedin.com/in/katieopenn/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bblinkedin/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chenoafarnsworth/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacquelinehall1/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chrisyeh/


SHÓGUN: AN EAST MEETS WEST STORY

11:45 – 12:15 PM | APRIL 16 | Piʻinaio Ballroom

MAYA ROGERS

Moderated by Speaker

CEO
TETRIS COMPANY

JUSTIN MARKS
Creator & Executive Producer

SHÓGUN

RACHEL KONDO
Co-creator/Exec. Producer/Writer

SHÓGUN

Speaker
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FIRESIDE CHAT

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mayarogers/
https://www.emwhawaii.com/emw25-key-speakers/justin-marks
https://www.emwhawaii.com/emw25-key-speakers/rachel-kondo


THE PERFECT GAME

SpeakerModerated by

HENK ROGERS

 Founder
BLUE PLANET ALLIANCE

MAYA ROGERS

CEO
TETRIS COMPANY

2:15 PM – 2:45 PM | APRIL 16 | Piʻinaio Ballroom
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KEYNOTE

"If you want to sell the Game Boy to
children, pack it with Mario; if you want to

sell it to everyone, pack it with Tetris."

https://www.emwhawaii.com/emw25-key-speakers/henk-rogers
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mayarogers/
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MAHALO TO OUR VCS

https://lobby.vc/
https://www.blitzscalingvc.com/
https://threshold.vc/
https://www.thayerventures.com/
https://scv-sbi.com/
https://www.omvc.co/
https://www.earthshot.vc/
https://www.hustlefund.vc/
https://www.questvp.com/
https://www.momentventures.com/
https://www.teamignite.ventures/
https://www.builders.vc/
https://alpaca.vc/
https://www.pegasustechventures.com/
https://www.stratminds.vc/
https://www.j2vp.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brook-bay-capital/


STARTUP WORLD CUP COMPETITION

3:15 – 3:30 PM | APRIL 16 | Piʻinaio Ballroom

JUDGES

CHRISTINE KEUNG
General Partner

J2VENTURES

ANDY OGAWA
Managing Director
QUEST VENTURE

PARTNERS

ELIZABETH YIN
General Partner
HUSTLE FUND

JOHN LIM
Partner & CEO

PEGASUS VENTURES

3:30 – 4:30 PM | Piʻinaio Ballroom
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Moderated by

STARTUP WORLD CUP INTRODUCTION

DAVID HOLT
Program Manager
BLUE STARTUPS

JOHN LIM
Partner & CSO

PEGASUS VENTURES

PITCH COMPETITION
STARTUP WORLD CUP

https://www.linkedin.com/in/christinekeung/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewogawa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabethyin/
https://www.emwhawaii.com/2025-speakers/john-lim
https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-holt-4620256b/
https://www.emwhawaii.com/2025-speakers/john-lim


March 15 - CONFERENCE
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COMPETITORS

https://www.beagle-tech.com/
https://www.askmaiven.com/
https://www.aihavit.com/
https://www.naluscientific.com/
https://www.ekos.ai/
https://protosure.io/
https://www.reef.ai/
https://symbrosia.co/
https://www.skidattl.com/


SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR PARTNER
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Startup World Cup is a global competition that brings together the top startups, VCs,
entrepreneurs and world-class tech CEOs. This year East Meets West will serve as a
regional qualifier with the winner going on to the semi-finals for a chance to win
$1,000,000!

https://www.startupworldcup.io/
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PANEL: BUILDING FOR SCALE:
PERSPECTIVES FROM EAST TO WEST

4:30 PM – 5:00 PM | APRIL 16 | Piʻinaio Ballroom

DR. PAMELA RYAN
Managing Partner

EVERYWHEN CAPITAL GROUP

MARK MUNOZ
Managing Partner

OM VENTURE CAPITAL

CAROLINE TRAN
Co-Founder & CEO

HELLO CLEVER

ZANDER BRUMBAUGH

Chief Executive Officer
GAMEBEAST

Moderated by

https://www.linkedin.com/in/pamela-ryan-98a29227/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/munozmark/
https://www.emwhawaii.com/2025-speakers/caroline-tran
https://www.linkedin.com/in/zanderbrumbaugh/


PRINCE WAIKIKI 
EVENT MAP
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S I L V E R  S P O N S O R SG O L D  S P O N S O R S

MAHALO TO OUR SPONSORS

C O M M U N I T Y  S P O N S O R S

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R S
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https://ulupono.com/
https://www.htdc.org/
https://tetris.com/
https://www.staffordcp.com/
https://pace.shidler.hawaii.edu/
https://research.hawaii.edu/oic/
https://www.nec-x.com/
https://www.servco.com/
https://olukai.com/
https://www.pegasustechventures.com/
https://elementalimpact.com/elemental-impact/
https://www.wsgr.com/en/
https://www.aephawaii.com/
https://www.hawaiiangels.org/
https://www.boxladder.co.kr/
https://www.goodsill.com/
https://kealanisolutions.com/
https://www.morganstanley.com/
https://www.proservice.com/
https://www.kaporcapital.com/
https://www.peopleculturetalent.com/
https://www.ashleylukens.com/
https://www.humanbulb.org/
https://www.southwest.com/
https://www.tracerystudios.com/


CELEBRATING 12 YEARS OF
ACCELERATING SUCCESS

Applications Open for 

Cohort 17
VISIT BLUESTARTUPS.COM
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Deadline to apply: April 21st

Spread the word @bluestartups

https://www.bluestartups.com/
https://www.bluestartups.com/
https://www.bluestartups.com/

